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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members,

I hope you all had a great summer. India’s Independence Day was celebrated by AIA in collaboration with the local Indian organizations on August 15th at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts. I would like to thank the 23 participating organizations for making this event a great success. The overwhelming response serves as a true testament to this fact. I appreciate all the cultural show participants for the wonderful show. Special thanks to my executive committee and the volunteers for their hard work and effort. It is not possible without all your support. 

Eid Mubarak to our members who celebrate Ramadan. Navratri and Diwali are around the corner. We wish you all a safe festival season. 

We are glad to announce our AIA Fund Raising Banquet to be held on January 8th, 2011 at the Deerfield Beach Hilton. Please save the date and reserve your tickets for an evening of entertainment, fine dining and dancing. Part of the proceeds will be donated to charities in India as well as the USA. Please contact Hovi Shroff (561-703-1878), Maya Kirpalani (561-241-1746 or Karan Munuswamy (954) 492-8616 for information regarding the banquet.

Please renew your membership promptly so we can be in touch. For our members who have already renewed, we thank you for your patronage. 

Sincerely,

Uma Eniasivam

President, AIA – S. Fl. Chapter


	GANESH CHATURTHI




	 RAMADAN





	

	Ganesh Chaturthi was celebrated by the Hindu community on September 11, 2010. Lord Ganesha is beloved to all devotees as He is considered the remover of all obstacles.  He is invoked at the beginning of every auspicious event in one’s life. Ganesha’s figure is rich with symbolism as throughout history, the gurus have used memorable images like an elephant headed God to teach unforgettable lessons. The concept of learning by association and pictures dates back to the time when the written language was still emerging! 
Ganesha signifies the following: Large head and crown signify high intellect and that as human beings we should think big. The small eyes denote concentration and attention to detail, the large ears mean we should listen more and the small mouth is to talk less! The large ears also symbolize that He wants to hear our prayers. The large trunk symbolizes high efficiency and adaptability. An elephant’s trunk can bring down a tree and find a needle in a haystack! The large stomach denotes the capacity to remove His devotees’ obstacles: the good, the bad and the ugly. The four hands  denote a rope to rein in his prodigal children, a mace to cut off the bond of temptation ,a modak (sweet) is the reward for walking in God’s path and the fourth hand denotes a blessing and protection through a person’s journey through life. The flowers and fruits indicate that at God’s feet are all the treasures of the world for us to enjoy. His single tusk indicates the removal of duality, maintaining only the good. The mouse denotes desire which must be controlled, while some say it represents our ever vacillating mind which must be controlled. As you can see, the Ganesh image is packed with meaning!

 Written by Ujvala Bhuta
	Ramadan or Ramzan is the ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar. It is also the holiest month and is auspicious because in this month the Quran was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. During this blessed month, it is obligatory for all able bodied Muslim adults to fast from the first moment of dawn to the setting of the sun (sick, nursing and pregnant women, and children are exempt). Neither food nor drink nor smoke passes their lips. Each day of Ramadan, Muslims break their fast at sunset with a meal called “Iftar” which definitely includes dates and other delicious food native to their country.
 Most evenings are spent in prayer and reading from the Quran. The significance of the fast is that it teaches self-discipline and fosters compassion, for only the hungry know what hunger means. Fasting also reminds one of one’s frailty and dependence and is a time for reflection and re-evaluation of ones life and deeds. It is a time to cleanse the body and soul from impurities and re-focus one’s self on the worship of God. 
The Arabic word for fasting is “Sawm”- and fasting is also one of the five pillars of Islam. The month ends with the greatest Muslim religious holiday – ‘Id ul-fitr’ which is celebrated for three days. The formal end of the month of fasting comes with a congressional prayer of the ‘Id’, after which a sum of money equal to the cost of all meals not eaten by oneself and one’s family during the month is given to the poor. ‘Seviyan’, also known as ‘Sheer Khurma’ is the specialty of the ‘Id’ feast for Indian Muslims.
Written by Semina Khan




                                                      

Recipes  by Ujvala Bhuta
MODAK UKDICHE

Lord Ganesh’s Favorite Sweet





	Ingredients

	Modak Filling
Poppy seeds (Khus Khus) 1 tbsp

Almonds (coarsely ground) 2 tbsp

Shredded coconut 2 cups

Jaggery (Gul) grated ¾ cup

Cardamom powder 1 tsp

Rice flour 1 tbsp
	Modak Covering

Rice flour 1cup

Water 1 cup 
Oil 1 tbsp 
Salt 1/8 tsp

	METHOD
Modak Filling

Place a non stick pan on medium low heat. Add the poppy seeds and roast for one minute. Add the almonds, shredded coconut, grated jaggery, rice flour (tbsp) and cardamom powder.  Stir constantly till the jaggery melts. Stir for 3-5 minutes.  Cool completely. Break up any lumps. Set aside.

Modak Covering

Boil water in a heavy non stick pan.  Add the salt and the oil.  When the water comes to a boil, reduce heat and add the flour all at once, stirring constantly.  The mixture will look like dough and gather in the middle to form a ball.  Let cool for 10 minutes.  Apply a little oil to your hands and need the dough quickly.  If your hands are sensitive to heat, use a food processor with a dough hook. Use the first speed setting. Do not over work the dough.
Assembling Modaks

Divide the dough equally into approximately one inch balls. Flatten the dough into a disk, keeping the edges thinner than the center.  Place a spoonful of coconut mixture in the center. Now fold the edges into pleats and bring them together in the middle to seal the modak.  The modak should represent a bundle with a peak in the middle. Continue till all the dough and the filling are used up.

Boil water in a steamer (idly or dhokla maker). Place the modaks in the steamer plates, such that they do not get de-shaped. Steam for 8-10 minutes.  Remove from steamer on to a plate. Serve warm. Makes 10-15 


SHEER KHURMA
Vermicilli Pudding served on occasion of Eid ul Fitr
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	Ingredients

	Clarified butter (Ghee) 2 tbsp

Vermicelli (Sevaiya)*  1 cup broken

Pistachios (unsalted) 3 tbsp+1tbsp slivered

Almonds 3 tbsp+1 tbsp slivered

Raisins 2 tbsp

Dates  4 chopped


	Evaporated milk 3-14 oz cans

Half and Half 1 pint

Sugar 1 cup

Cardamom powder ¼ tsp

Rose or Kewra essence ¼ tsp

Garnish  Almonds and pistachios

Pinch of saffron -optional

	Method

Place a heavy non stick pan on the stove at moderate heat. Melt the clarified butter and add the vermicelli pieces. Stir constantly as they burn easily.  When very lightly browned, add pistachios and almonds (reserve one tbsp each for garnish), dates and raisins. Continue stirring till lightly browned. Remove from heat to a bowl and set aside.

In the same heavy pan, add the milk and half and half. Lower heat to medium low, and simmer till milk mixture is reduced by a third.  Add the vermicelli, nuts, raisins and dates and continue to simmer till vermicelli is cooked about 8-10 minutes.  Add the sugar and cardamom powder and stir till sugar is dissolved, about 3 minutes.  Add Kewra or rose essence. Garnish with the reserved nuts. Serve hot or chilled as per your preference. Serves 6-8


LEGAL CORNER

PIO CARDS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Saare Jahan se achaa Hindusthan Hamaraa”. A powerful lyric that evokes strong sentiments about love of one’s birth country, the land of one’s ancestors.  Yet, many of us have left India in search of a better life for ourselves, our children and grandchildren and acquired US Citizenship. However, we are proud of our heritage and like to be known as Asian Indians or people of Indian origin and find it difficult to cut the umbilical cord that ties us to our birth country and discard it. We visit India periodically and maintain family, social, commercial and financial ties with our country even after acquiring U.S. Citizenship.

The Indian Citizenship Act does not permit dual citizenship. When we acquire Citizenship of a foreign country we are required to formally renounce our Indian Citizenship. The Indian Passport is the document issued by the Government of India which provides proof of Indian Citizenship when we travel or live in a foreign country. The law requires that the Indian Passport is surrendered when we cease to be Indian Citizens.  But many of us do not do so either due to ignorance of the law or due to our reluctance to relinquish our last memento from our mother country. The enforcement of this law to surrender the passport was also not pursued vigorously by the Indian Government. In the context of the current fear of threats to the safety of its citizens and to prevent the misuse of the passport by unscrupulous elements in the society, the Indian Government is advising its diplomatic missions abroad to strictly enforce the law.  At the same time, the Government of India also understands that the visit and ties to India by its former citizens (pravaasi brothers and sisters) is not discouraged. The Indian Government therefore has come up with the scheme of PIO cards or OCI Card.

The surrender requirement has two prongs: (1) Surrender of Indian passports upon acquiring foreign citizenship, and (2) obtaining either a visa to travel to India for up to ten years or obtaining a PIO card or OCI card.   The violation of the law relating to non surrender is punishable by imprisonment up to 5 years and a fine up to $1250. The penalty is graded depending on the nature and frequency of misuse. The penalty is severe if the passport had been used for travel after acquiring foreign citizenship.  The scheme to surrender passport was favorably modified recently because many have acquired foreign citizenship long time ago and might not be able to locate their old Indian passports.

Briefly the requirements are as follows:

A. If you acquired foreign citizenship on or before May 31, 2010:

(1) No action is required to be taken if you had already had the passport cancelled on acquiring foreign citizenship but must produce proof of cancellation for getting PIO, OCI or a Visa. Your cancelled passport must have a stamp stating ”passport cancelled on acquisition of US (or foreign) nationality”

(2)  If not, you must apply for a surrender certificate with a miscellaneous service fee of $20.00

(3) If you were naturalized before June 1, 2010 but your foreign (US) passport was issued on or after June 1, 2010, the fee is $20 for the surrender certificate.  

Exception: New York Consulate does not issue Surrender certificates in case of lost or misplaced passports but require proof to establish Indian Origin for Indian Visa, PIO or OCI such as a birth certificate.

B.  If you acquired foreign citizenship after May 31, 2010:

The Fee for the surrender certificate is currently US $175.

Please visit the website of the India Consulate in each jurisdiction in USA as there may be slight variations in the procedural requirement.  

Your cancelled Indian passport and the surrender certificate will be returned to you.  Please keep them in safe custody. The surrender certificate or proof of cancellation is required to be produced only when you avail of the consular services for the first time.  You need not carry it with you when you travel to India. 

What are the main difference between OCI and PIO card?

OCI cards are not available for foreign spouse of former Indian Citizens generally.  PIO cards have to be renewed every 15 years while OCI is valid lifelong. PIO card holder must report to Police authorities for stay in India over 180 days while for OCI card holder this is not required. While PIO card older can reapply for Indian Citizenship if you ordinarily reside in India for 7 years, OCI card holders can apply after 5 years if they have resided at least for one year in India.  It takes longer to get OCI Card because it involves a multi step process as it is processed through the External Affairs Ministry in New Delhi after registration and submission of documents with the Indian Embassy/Consulate. PIO cards are processed locally by Indian Embassy/US Consulate. Most People prefer PIO card because it gives all the benefits of OCI card and it is a simpler process. 

PIO (Persons of Indian Origin) Card

Persons of Indian origin eligible to receive the card currently are any foreign citizen except Bangladesh and  Pakistan (the list can be modified from time to time) who have either (i) held an Indian Passport at any time  or (ii) the person, his/her parents, grand parents or great grand parents were born in and permanently resident in India as defined in the Government of India Act, 1935 and other territories that became part of India thereafter (for example, French or Portuguese)  provided neither was at any time a citizen of any of the above referred countries or he/she is a spouse of a citizen of India or a person of Indian Origin covered under (i) and (ii)  above.  Person becomes ineligible for PIO card if his/her spouse, parents or grandparents are citizens of any of the excepted countries. The grounds of ineligibility will be established only after receipt of the application.

PIO card holders can travel to India any time without a visa.  It is valid for 15 years from the issue date subject to the validity of the passport. The PIO card is valid only if it is accompanied by a valid passport. If the person obtains a new passport, the individual must get the new passport number endorsed on the PIO card for which there is no fee.  Effective September 15, 2007, the fee for PIO card for adults is $365.00 and Children under 18 years is $185.00. If reference is not required to authorities in India, PIO card ordinarily can be received within four working days.

Advantages: (i) No visa is required; (ii) Student visa not required for studying in India or employment visa for working in India though must comply with other requirements stipulated by authorities from time to time. (iii) Unlike visa holders, need not register with Foreigners Registration Officer at District Headquarters if the stay does not exceed 180 days; (iv) If the stay exceeds 180 days registration must be complied within 30 days of the expiry of 180 days; (v) Parity with NRIs regarding  (a) acquisition, holding, transfer and disposal of real estate properties  (Jammu and Kashmir excluded)  except agricultural and plantation properties bu; (b) Open rupee bank accounts in India, lend in rupees to Indian residents, make investments in India; (c) admission of children in educational institutions under the general category quota for NRIs including medical/engineering college, IITs, IIMs etc. (d) participate in various housing schemes of LIC, State Governments and other government agencies. (e) They may get faster clearance through Immigration through specially designated counters at all the International Airports in India.

It must be borne in mind that both PIO and OCI card have no parity for political rights unlike NRIs and Indian Citizens. They have no voting rights and cannot vote in Indian elections.  Prior permission of Government of India is required for undertaking mountaineering expeditions, missionary activities, research work and to visit restricted and protected areas. 
The websites of Indian Consulates and Embassies are clear and the forms are user friendly. People do not ordinarily require any guidance or input from lawyers to apply and get the PIO or OCI Cards unless there are prior issues affecting their eligibility.  However, a surrender certificate or proof of cancellation of Indian passport on acquiring foreign citizenship must be produced when applying for a PIO or OCI Card.

This is an article generally outlining the process but for specific questions regarding your eligibility, benefits etc. please consult with the Indian Embassy or Consulate covering your jurisdiction or an attorney. This article is not intended to provide any legal advice and may not be treated as such.

Bhavani Nirmal, Esq is a practicing Immigration Lawyer in Miami Florida. She is an alumnus of Miami Dade College, Florida International University and University of Miami School of Law. She can be reached through email at bonnie605@yahoo.com.

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION PICTURES
First prize for the best decorated booth selected by our attendees was awarded to the Telugu Association.
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Second place for the best decorated booth selected by our attendees was awarded to the MMSOF
(Maharashtra Mandal)
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THE ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA

Presents

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BANQUET

Join us for an evening of entertainment,
fine dining and dancing


Part of the proceeds will be donated to the following Charities:

ASHRAYA, EKAL VIDYALAYA & YATC

For Information:
Hovi: 561-703-1878 / Maya: 561-241-1746
Karan: 954-492-8616    / Uma: 954-341-94346
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DATE


Saturday, January 8, 2011





TIME


7.00 PM





VENUE�


Hilton – Deerfield Beach


100 Fairway Drive


Deerfield Beach, FL 33441


Contact: 954-427-7700











 COOK’S NOOK











�AIA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS


  


Uma Eniasivam		Felix Campos 


Naveen Mehan		Ramola Motwani


Hovi Shroff			Pradeep Sudan	


Vijaya Kumar			Ujvala Bhuta


Maya Kirpalani		Piyush Goyal


Karan Munuswamy		Alefiya Ghadiali


Purnima Deshpande		Sharmistha Dutta


Viji Ranganathan		Srinivas Suram 


























TICKETS


Members: $75/person


Non-members:


$90/person
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